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Dear Sir: 

The Notice of Allowance mailed October 29, 2007 includes an Examiner's Statement of 
Reasons for Allowance that states, "Applicant's arguments cover the reasons for allowance, as 
none of the prior of record teaches or suggests: exporting at least a portion of the volume of 
storage from the root host computer to the at least one child host computer so that the at least one 
child host computer and the root host computer share access to the volume of storage." 

Applicant's understanding of the statement that "Applicant's arguments cover the reasons 
for allowance," is that the Examiner agrees with the argument in Applicant's response mailed 
July 19, 2007, that each independent claim distinguishes over the prior art of record based, at 
least in part, on a limitation that relates, in one way or another, to the concept of a host computer 
exporting at least a portion of a logical volume to another host computer. 

The Statement for Reasons for Allowance also quotes a limitation that appears in only 
some of the claims, i.e., "exporting at least a portion of the volume of storage from the root host 
computer to the at least one child host computer so that the at least one child host computer and 
the root host computer share access to the volume of storage." Applicant assumes that this 
limitation is quoted merely as an example of the language used in some of the claims to capture 
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the concept of a host computer exporting at least a portion of the logical volume to another host 
computer, and that the Examiner recognizes that other claims capture a similar concept using 
different language. Thus, Applicant would like to make clear for the record that each of the 
independent claims patentably distinguishes over the prior art of record based solely upon the 
language in the claim itself, and not based on language in any of the other claims or that recited 
in the Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance. 

If the Examiner disagrees with any of the foregoing he is respectfully requested to contact 
the undersigned at the number listed below to discuss how the record can be made clear. 
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